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aimed by the mime of virtue. This name suited exactly
the kind of goodness which Christ expressly commanded
them to rise above. They therefore adopted another.
.Regarding the ardour they felt as an express inspiration
or spiritual presence of God within them, they borrowed
from the language of religious worship a word for which
our equivalent is fi holy ;' and the inspiring power they
<consistently called the Spirit of Holiness or the Holy
Spirit. Accordingly, while a virtuous man is one who
controls and coerces the anarchic passions within him so
as to conform his actions -to law, a holy man is one in
whom a passionate enthusiasm absorbs and annuls the
anarchic passions altogether, so that no internal struggle
takes place, and the lawful action is that which pre-
sents itself first and seems the one most natural and most
easy to be done.
But now, of what nature is the enthusiasm Christ re-
quires ? "We have seen that a particular passion may
raise a man above a particular sin. The enthusiastic
patriot is incapable of treason. He who passionately loves
one woman may be made by that love incapable of a
licentious thought; and an elevated self-love may make
it impossible for a man to lie. But these passions are
partial in their operation. The patriot, incapable of public
treason, may be capable of private treachery. The chaste
man may be a traitor. The honest man may be cruel.
What is the passion, if such a passion there be, which can
lift a man clean out of all sin whatever ?
As it has been shown that Christ founded a society the
peculiarity of which is that it was intended to include the
whole human race, it may occur to us that the esprit de
corps which would naturally spring up in such a society

